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Highlights 

• National Board-Certified Teacher with 10 years of experience in an urban public high school 
• Recently recognized in The Incline’s “Who’s Next: Education” list for work as an instructional coach with the 

Smithsonian Learning Lab and other museum projects 
• Professional writer with lesson plans published by the New York Times Learning Network and articles for 

various education blogs 
 
Education 
2005 Duke University; Durham, NC 

M.A. in Teaching, Social Studies  
Graduate coursework in psychology, sociology, world history, United States political and social 
history, European political and social history 

 
2004  University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill; Chapel Hill, NC 
 B.A. in Political Science with Highest Honors 
 English minor, studied abroad in London, England  

 Awards: Phi Beta Kappa, Pi Sigma Alpha International Political Science Honor Society, Terry 
Sanford Foundation Travel Award, and the J. H. and E. B. Thompson Award 

 
Professional Experience: Teaching and Mentoring 
2017-present Teacher, Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts 6-12; Pittsburgh, PA 

Teach a range of courses in an arts-based urban public high school. Focused on incorporating 
project-based learning, primary sources, and student inquiry.  

 
Teaching AP United States History, AP Government and Politics, Women’s Studies and 
Anthropology (electives). Member of the Discipline Committee and advisor of students preparing 
for the National History Day competition.  
 

2005-2015 Teacher, Charles E. Jordan High School; Durham, NC 
Taught all levels of courses in a comprehensive urban public high school. Familiar with teaching 
Limited English Proficient, visually impaired, Deaf/Hard of Hearing, and other special needs 
students.  

 
Taught 11th grade AP United States History, 11th grade Standard U. S. History/American History II, 
World Religions (elective), 9th grade Standard and Honors World History. 

 
Participated in the Principal Selection Committee, initiated a faculty book club, and led the 
American History II Professional Learning Community. Coached women’s soccer and women’s 
field hockey and advised the Habitat for Humanity club. 

 
2007-2015 Mentor Teacher, Duke University; Durham, NC 

Mentored student teachers in all areas of teaching for Duke University’s undergraduate Secondary 
Teacher Preparation program and Masters in the Arts of Teaching program.  This position required 
collaborative planning, co-teaching of lessons, supervision of the intern's lessons and constant 
evaluation and feedback, and an eight-week mentor-training program.  
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2010-2015 Mentor Teacher, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Chapel Hill, NC 
Mentored student teachers in all areas of teaching for UNC’s Masters in the Arts of Teaching 
program.  

 
 
Professional Experience: Museum and Education Outreach 
2015-2017 Learning Lab Coordinator, Smithsonian Institution; Pittsburgh, PA 

Developing 150+ digital teaching collections and student activities using Smithsonian resources. 
Providing ongoing coaching support to a diverse array of teachers. Designing and executing a series 
of professional development workshops for two cohorts of teachers (middle school and high 
school). Designing webinars with Smithsonian experts and outside partners for teacher audiences. 
Planning for and representing the Learning Lab at local and national conferences as well as through 
one-time workshops via the Allegheny Intermediate Unit 3 and Heinz History Center. Writing blog 
posts, project reports, and social media.  

 
2016-2017 Consultant, Green City Remix Project; Pittsburgh, PA 

Designing and implementing instructional materials for a collaborative project between the Green 
Building Alliance and Heinz History Center and six partner schools. Supporting student research 
into smoke control as an example of social change, culminating in a student-designed installation 
and exhibit at the History Center.  

 
 
Professional Experience: Curriculum and Assessment Development 
2012-present Independent Consultant, Curriculum Writing 

Worked with organizations including the University of California’s History Project, the Society for 
Biblical Literature, Durham Public Schools, and Chronozoom Timebook, developing lesson plan 
modules for a range of courses including Economics, United States History, World History, and 
Government. Lesson plans rely on primary sources and are often scaffolded for English Language 
Learners.  

 
2010-2015 Test-Item Writer, TE21 

Developed multiple-choice test items for various courses and subjects, as well as generated diagrams, 
maps, and other graphic content used with the questions.  

 
2014  Chapter Author, American Battle Monuments Commission WWI Project 

Collaborated with teachers and historians to develop an iBook about teaching World War I and the 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive. Included research in France and the individual development of a 
chapter using the ABMC’s maps, statistics, and readings as a classroom tool. 

 
2011  U.S. Fulbright Summer Seminar Abroad for teachers 

Participated in a five-week visit to Mexico, studying culture and the bilateral relationship with the 
United States. Developed a unit on intersections of United States and Mexican history.  

 
2011  The Jazz Loft Project: W. Eugene Smith in New York City, 1957-1965  

Worked with a small group of teachers and Nasher Museum of Art staff to develop curriculum 
materials used with the exhibition.  
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Writing 
Harris, Kate. “Teach digital curation with depth.” In the Classroom blog, International Society for Technology in 

Education, 23 May 2017, https://www.iste.org/explore/articleDetail?articleid=970&category=In-the-
classroom&article=Teach+digital+curation+with+depth.  

 
Harris, Kate and Michael Gonchar. “Analyzing the Relationship between the Press and the President: A Lesson 

Plan.” New York Times Learning Network, 11 May 2017, https://nyti.ms/2q6A5LB.  
 
Harris, Kate. “Adapting Collections in the Learning Lab.” Smithsonian Learning Lab, Smithsonian Center for 

Learning and Digital Access, 5 Dec. 2016, https://learninglab.si.edu/news/adapting-collections-in-the-
learning-lab.  

 
Harris, Kate and Michael Gonchar. “Battle Over an Oil Pipeline: Teaching About the Standing Rock Sioux 

Protests.” New York Times Learning Network, 30 Nov. 2016, http://nyti.ms/2gmwzbb.  
 
Harris, Kate and Tracey Barrett. “Text to Text | Colin Kaepernick’s National Anthem Protest and Frederick 

Douglass’s ‘What to the Slave is the 4th of July?’” New York Times Learning Network, 26 Oct. 2016, 
https://nyti.ms/2dLoSX4.   

 
Harris, Kate. “Reader Idea | Thinking Critically About How We Engage With News Events Online and in Social 

Media.” New York Times Learning Network, 1 Sept. 2016, https://nyti.ms/2jwYa86.  
Also referenced in 28 Sept. 2016 post by Katherine Schulten: https://nyti.ms/2cZTx3i.   

 
Harris, Kate. “Case Study: Using the Learning Lab for Warm-Up Activities.” Smithsonian Learning Lab, Smithsonian 

Center for Learning and Digital Access, 26 Aug. 2016, https://learninglab.si.edu/news/case-study-using-the-
learning-lab-for-warm-up-activities.  

 
Harris, Kate. “Creating with the Learning Lab.” Smithsonian Learning Lab, Smithsonian Center for Learning and 

Digital Access, 5 Jul. 2016, https://learninglab.si.edu/news/creating-with-the-learning-lab.  
 
Harris, Kate. “Smithsonian’s Home in Pittsburgh.” Smithsonian Learning Lab, Smithsonian Center for Learning and 

Digital Access, 31 May 2016, https://learninglab.si.edu/news/smithsonians-home-in-pittsburgh. 
 
Harris, Kate. “Every Collection Tells a Story.” Smithsonian Learning Lab, Smithsonian Center for Learning and 

Digital Access, 19 May 2016, https://learninglab.si.edu/news/every-collection-tells-a-story. 
 
Harris, Kate. Desks and Deities, 2015, https://desksanddeities.wordpress.com/.  
 
 
Harris, Kate. “Getting to the Heart of World War I: Using Maps, Statistics, and Other Resources to Investigate the 

War.”  Bringing the Great War Home: Teaching with the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, American Battle 
Monuments Commission with Learn NC and Virginia Tech, 2014. E-book. http://www.abmc.gov/learning-
resources/lesson-plans/getting-heart-world-war-i-using-maps-statistics-and-other-resources.  

 
 
Presentations 
Gilbertson, Nicole and Kate Harris. “Promoting Historical Thinking: Lessons from Teachers' Use of the 

Smithsonian Learning Lab” American Education Research Association Conference, 2017.  

https://www.iste.org/explore/articleDetail?articleid=970&category=In-the-classroom&article=Teach+digital+curation+with+depth
https://www.iste.org/explore/articleDetail?articleid=970&category=In-the-classroom&article=Teach+digital+curation+with+depth
https://nyti.ms/2q6A5LB
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/adapting-collections-in-the-learning-lab
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/adapting-collections-in-the-learning-lab
http://nyti.ms/2gmwzbb
https://nyti.ms/2dLoSX4
https://nyti.ms/2jwYa86
https://nyti.ms/2cZTx3i
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/case-study-using-the-learning-lab-for-warm-up-activities
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/case-study-using-the-learning-lab-for-warm-up-activities
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/creating-with-the-learning-lab
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/smithsonians-home-in-pittsburgh
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/every-collection-tells-a-story
https://desksanddeities.wordpress.com/
http://www.abmc.gov/learning-resources/lesson-plans/getting-heart-world-war-i-using-maps-statistics-and-other-resources
http://www.abmc.gov/learning-resources/lesson-plans/getting-heart-world-war-i-using-maps-statistics-and-other-resources
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Harris, Kate. “Using Museum Objects to Drive Inquiry.” National Humanities Center webinar, 2017.  
 
Harris, Kate, Mariruth Leftwich, Ashley Naranjo, and Tess Porter. "Smithsonian Learning Lab Pittsburgh Cohort 2  

Workshop Series" Heinz History Center, 2016-2017 (four workshops in series). 
 
Harris, Kate and Mariruth Leftwich. “Historical Thinking through Museum Curation.” Social Studies Network 

Meeting at AIU3, 2017.  
 
Harris, Kate and Darren Milligan. “Digital Creation with the Smithsonian Learning Lab.” ESSDACK webinar, 2017. 
 
Harris, Kate. “Exploring and Creating with the Smithsonian Learning Lab” Three Rivers Educational Technology 

Conference, 2016. 
 
Harris, Kate. “Exploring and Creating with the Smithsonian Learning Lab” Allegheny Partners for Out of School Time 

Fall Conference, 2016.  
 
Harris, Kate and Mariruth Leftwich. “Using Primary Sources to Teach Writing” Peters Township School District In-

Service Professional Development, 2016.  
 
Harris, Kate, Mariruth Leftwich, Amanda McAllen, and Linda Muller. “Inspiring Teaching through Museum Collections” 

Heinz History Center Act 48 Seminar, 2016.  
 
Harris, Kate. “Using Art in American History” Mini-Session International Society for Technology in Education 

Conference, 2016. 
 
Harris, Kate, Mariruth Leftwich, Linda Muller, Ashley Naranjo, and Tess Porter. "Smithsonian Learning Lab Pittsburgh 

Cohort 1 Workshop Series" Heinz History Center, 2015-2016 (four workshops in series).  
 
Harris, Kate and Don Jones. “Using Primary Sources to Build Literacy” Durham Public Schools Summer Institute, 

Durham Public Schools, 2012 and 2013. 
 
 
Honors and Awards 
2017  The Incline’s Who’s Next: Education; Meet 18 Educators Preparing Pittsburgh for the Future list  
2015 Sherpa Learning article spotlighting AP US History class blog 
2012 Teacher of the Month winner 
2009 Superintendent’s Staff Appreciation Award 

 
 

Professional Qualifications and Licensure 
2017  Pennsylvania Instructional II Social Studies (7-12) licensure 
2013 North Carolina Secondary Standard Professional II Comprehensive “M” level licensure 
2011 National Soccer Coaches Association of America High School Coaches Diploma 
2009 Certified National Board for Professional Teaching Standards in Social Studies—

History/Adolescence and Young Adulthood 
 
 

https://theincline.com/2017/07/12/whos-next-education-meet-18-young-educators-preparing-pittsburgh-for-the-future/
https://theincline.com/2017/07/12/whos-next-education-meet-18-young-educators-preparing-pittsburgh-for-the-future/
http://www.sherpalearning.com/blogs/a-push-to-innovate/kate-harris
http://www.sherpalearning.com/blogs/a-push-to-innovate/kate-harris
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Additional Training & Conferences 
2017  Project Zero Perspectives: Making-Innovating-Learning 
2016  ISTE online open course: Designing Digital Media for Teaching & Learning 
2015  AP Online Mentor Training 
2012-2013 Teaching American History Grant: America’s Growth 
2011-2012 Teaching American History Grant: Industrialization & Progressivism 
2010 Gilder-Lehrman Summer Seminar: The Age of Lincoln 
2007 National Humanities Center Institute for High School Teachers: The Unresolved Crisis: 1850-1870 
2007 AP National Conference 
2006  AP Summer Institute: United States History 
 
 
Other Interests and Volunteer Experience 
2016-present Volunteer with The Midwife Center event planning committee 
2016 Co-founder, Steel City History Collaborative. Created a group to celebrate and support the 

teaching and learning of social studies in the region.  
2015   Volunteer with Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation.  Aligned existing educational 

programs to state and national standards. 
2013-2014 Coach for Girls on the Run.  
 
Avid yogi, cook, dog-owner, and reader. Lover of the visual arts and conversational in Spanish. 


